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Chair’s welcome to the first edition of the CWP Newsletter
CWP Australian Region

Steering Committee

Chair and Australian Region 
CWP Representative

Hon Catherine Cusack MLC

Deputy Chair
Mrs Christine Fyffe MP 

Australian Capital Territory 
Ms Mary Porter AM MLA

New South Wales 
Hon Robyn Parker MP 

Norfolk Island
Mrs Melissa Ward MLC 

Northern Territory 
Hon Kezia Purick MLA 

Queensland
Ms Verity Barton MP 

South Australia
Ms Katrine Hildyard MP 

Tasmania 
Hon Michelle O’Byrne MP 

Western Australia
Ms Lisa Baker MLA

We hope to make this a regular communication to update you on the work of 
the CWP Steering Committee to advocate for greater female participation in 
Australian Parliaments.

Who we are - The CWP Steering Committee
I wish to thank you for electing me to the position of Chair of the CWP 
Steering Committee. Like many of you I didn’t know a great deal about what 
the CWP was – I nominated for Chair because I was disillusioned with the 
treatment of women on both sides of politics and believed things were going 
backwards for our gender. I hoped it could be a positive opportunity to make a 
difference and look forward to doing so. 

The Steering Committee is made up of a CWP Representative from each 
state and territory. 
The outgoing Chair Lisa Baker (Labor WA) and other Steering Committee 
Members have made me feel welcome, forgiven my inexperience and 
embraced new ideas to build on the fabulous platform Lisa and her team 
put in place to make the CWP professional, accountable and sustainable. I 
am thankful Lisa has stayed on the Committee as WA Representative and 
Christine Fyffe (Liberal, Victoria) agreed to continue as Deputy Chair and was 
unanimously re-elected. 

The Steering Committee Membership changes as different States have 
elections or rotate representatives according to their various rules.
At the end of the Newsletter we have listed the current members and will 
make this a permanent feature so that you will always have up to date 
information about who is on the Committee and how to contact them.

Website
We are currently working on creating a new website for the CWP Australia, 
which will serve as a reference point for all our news and activities. 

Watch this space! 
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Our Action Plan

We have developed a new Action Plan that is built 
on the initiatives from the previous plan that are still 
to be achieved. This will all be reported in an Annual 
Report to be distributed to all Members.
A key focus is raising awareness of the CWP with you- 
our constituent members – on who we are, what 
we do and how we can assist.  This newsletter and 
the website are two key ways in which we hope to 
achieve this. Our next meeting is on 24 October 2014.

Building Collegiate Spirit

My guiding principle is to rebuild a level of 
bipartisanship amongst female MPs that used to 
exist when our numbers were very small, but has 
diminished under pressure of competitive politics. 
We can have respectful and constructive relationships 
– I know, it happened for me in NSW and it has been 
at no cost to my professional work as a committed 
Liberal MP. You can shout each other down in the 
Chamber and have a positive conversation about 
broader issues after work.  It’s not for everyone but, 
it is a way that we can boost each other with ideas 
and personal support. 

Let’s face it, we need media attention…

Your Steering Committee has set an ambitious 
agenda. The blunt reality is that no matter how hard 
we work behind the scenes, it is of little value if 
people don’t know about it. Positive change requires 
awareness and debate. I am taking a deliberately 
strong stand in the media because the Parties will 
not lift their performance in addressing the female 
participation problem unless they feel under some 
pressure to improve. I encourage all women MPs 
if given the opportunity to carefully craft a positive 
non-partisan message because my sense is, they are 
starting to listen but there is a long way to go. 

Thank you,

The Hon. Catherine Cusack MLC

SAVE THE DATE!
Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians 

Conference - July 2015

The CWP Australian Region Steering Committee is 
pleased to announce plans for a seminar to be held 
on the 9-10th July 2015 at NSW Parliament. This will 
be an opportunity for all who are interested to learn 
more about the CWP and its work, and to participate 
in the seminar’s activities. 

The Sydney Conference will host an all-Party event 
one evening which aims to attract leading Australian 
women outside of politics. The final evening will be 
an opportunity for individual Parties to have separate 
dinners. This will enable women to network across 
states within their own organisations.

Further information will be available as arrangements 
are finalised; interested members should keep an 
eye on upcoming CWP Newsletters for event details. 
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The Honourable Catherine Cusack with fellow CWP 
representatives at the CPA Pan-Commonwealth Conference     

in London, June 2014

Introduction from Chair
The Hon Catherine Cusack MLC



The Australian Region

Steer ing  Committee
Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians
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CWP

The Hon. Catherine Cusack MLC
Member of the Liberal Party
Chair of Australia Region CWP
Member of the NSW Legislative Council
Email: 
Catherine.Cusack@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Mrs Christine Fyffe MP
Member of the Liberal Party
Deputy Chair of Australia Region CWP,      
   Victoria Representative 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
Member for Evelyn
Email: christine.fyffe@parliament.vic.
gov.au 

Ms Mary Porter AM MLA
Member of the Labor Party
ACT Representative
Deputy Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly
Member for Ginninderra
Email: porter@parliament.act.gov.au

The Hon. Robyn Parker MP
Member of the Liberal Party
NSW Representative 
Member for Maitland 
Email: robyn.parker@parliament.nsw.
gov.au

Ms Katrine Hildyard MP
Member of the Labor Party
South Australia Representative 
Member for Reynell 
Email: 
Katrine.Hildyard@parliament.sa.gov.au

The Hon. Kezia Purick MLA
Member of the Country Liberals Party
Northern Territory Representative
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Member for Goyder
Email: Kezia.purick@nt.gov.au

Ms Lisa Baker MLA
Member of the Labor Party
Western Australia Representative
Member for Maylands 
Email: lisa.baker@mp.wa.gov.au

Ms Verity Barton MP
Member of the Liberal Nationals Party
Queensland Representative
Member for Broadwater
Email: Broadwater@parliament.qld.
gov.au

The Hon. Michelle O’Byrne MP
Member of the Labor Party
Tasmania Representative
Member for Bass
Email: 
Michelle.obyrne@parliament.tas.gov.au

Mrs Melissa Ward MLA
Independent
Norfolk Island Representative
Member of Norfolk Island Legislative 
Assembly
Email: mward@assembly.gov.nf


