Commonwealth
Women
Parliamentarians

Newsletter
May 2017

www.cwpaustralia.com
CWP Chair ’s Welcome
It is a great privilege to write my
first welcome as Chair of the CWP
Australian Region Steering Committee, and I thank you for the
incredible privilege and congratulate Jennifer Aitchison (NSW) on her
appointment as Deputy Chair. I also
extend my thanks to outgoing Chair
Catherine Cusak (and thank her for
her commitment and service.

Our focus and that of the CWP Internationally continues to focus on participation and capacity building as well
as the prevention of violence against
women in parliament.

The CWP Conference to be held in
Melbourne will focus on ways to
encourage greater participation of
women, building skills and capacity of
elected members and understanding
Womens representation in Australi- the barriers to participation and to
an politics continues to grow but we transitioning post public life. It is set
are still some way from our targets. to be an exciting program and I look
forward to seeing as many of you as
Unfortunately we are still working
possible in August.
towards our goal of women being
more fairly represented in decision
Hon. Michelle O’Byrne MP
making positions.
CWP Chair

CWP Action Agenda
2nd Australian CWP Conference to be held at the Parliament of Victoria 28-30 August 2017 – themes for
the conference will include Political Violence against Women and Family Friendly practice and policies and
finding the right work/life balance. Professional development of females Members will also form part of
the conference with potential workshops on social media management and public speaking.
Individual Branch Events – such events may include ‘Stepping-Up’ events for young female leaders encouraging participation in politics and networking opportunities. Speak with your Branch CWP Representative is
you are keen to assist in holding an event in your Branch.
Engagement and Communication through newsletters, the CWP Australia website and Facebook page.
The Establishment of a working group to develop a framework for a Alumni Association for former women
members of Parliament.
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CWP Annual Planning Meeting November 2016
Incoming and outgoing members and staff of the CWP Australia Region steering
committee at Parliament House, Hobart in November 2016.

Since this photo was taken, the CWP has undergone some changes. From left to
right, James Reynolds (assistant secretary), Giulia Jones (ACT), Brittany Lauga
(QLD), Thomas Isaksen (former secretary), Michelle O’Byrne (CWP Chair), Jenny
Aitchison (NSW), Helen Minnican (observer), Bronwyn Halfpenny (pictured) is no
longer a steering committee member, Kezia Purick (NT), Rachel Simpson (former
secretary), Stephanie Hesford (secretary). Please note that Bronwyn Halfpenny
has been replaced by Sonya Kilkenny and Elise Archer (not pictured), is the new
Tasmanian Representative.

CWP International update
The fifth triennial conference of the Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians (CWP) was held
in London, United Kingdom on 16 December
2016 as part of the wider 62nd Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference. The theme of the
Conference was ‘Political Violence against Women’, which relates to the theme of the Australian
Region Conference being held between 28-30
August 2017.

held at Wilton Park between 24-27 February 2017.
The Australian Region was represented by

As a result of the conference, the new Chairperson of the Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians, the Hon. Dato’ Noraini Ahmad MP
(Malaysia) was elected for a three-year term at
the CWP Business Meeting. The new Chairperson
of the Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians
(CWP), Hon. Dato’ Noraini Ahmad MP is a Member of Parliament of Malaysia whose political
career began in 2000 as the Secretary-General of
the Young Women’s Wing.She has held a number
of positions within her Parliament and within the
CPA. For more information click here

The CWP Working Group agreed its strategic purpose
to be “to increase female representation in Parliaments & Legislatures in the Commonwealth” with the
following strategic initiatives:

Hon. Dato’ Noraini Ahmad MP, from Malaysia,
was elected the new Chairperson of the Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians and will
hold the position for a term of three years.
Following the 62nd Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference, the Commonwealth Women
Parliamentarians Working Group Meeting was

the Chair of the Australian Region, Michelle O’Byrne
MP and the Deputy Chair of the Australian Region,
Jenny Aitchison MP.
The purpose of the Working Group was the development of a strategic plan for the three year term of the
new Chairperson, Hon. Dato’ Noraini Ahmad MP.

Build capacity of CWP Regions through the leverage
of additional funds and shared learning/mentoring;
Develop CWP Communications Strategies including
policy statements and network cohesion; Research
– effective practice in increasing women representation in Parliament and a focus on specific policy
areas, namely violence against women, women in
leadership and economic empowerment; Mobilise
a CWP Alumni which provides mentoring, coaching
and advice; Promote partnership with international
organisations including UN Women; IPU; ComSec;
and WIP; and Integrate CWP Priorities in CPA Core
Activities. Hon. Poto Williams MP (New Zealand)
was elected as the new Vice Chairperson for the
Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians (CWP)
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NSW Parliament: A place fit for women?
In 1902 the Parliament of NSW passed the Women’s Franchise Bill. It was not until 1925 however,
that the first woman was welcomed into the Legislature with the election of Millicent Preston Stanley
to the Legislative Assembly. In 1931 she was followed by Catherine Green and Ellen Webster: the
first women in the NSW Legislative Council.
Since then, more than 120 women have entered
the Parliament and their extraordinary stories were
the subject of the recent exhibition hosted by the
Presiding Officers: A Fit Place for Women: NSW Parliament. Through a display of artefacts, artworks,
photographs, documents and newsreels, the exhibition traced the journey of women into politics from
the NSW Womanhood Suffrage League, through to
historic and contemporary trailblazers and the work
of women in the community and on committees.
The CWP featured as an example of the ways women in politics support current and future parliamen-

for schools and the community; including a re-enactment of the day Millicent Preston-Stanley introduced the Infant Guardianship Bill: an issue she
staked her political career on.
The CWP was proud to contribute to this wonderful
opportunity to educate audiences about the role,
history and contribution of women to the political,
cultural and social development of NSW. If you
would like to learn more, please contact Samantha
Brown at the Parliament of NSW.
Samantha Brown
Public Relations Manager, Department of Parliamentary Services, Parliament of NSW

tarians.
The exhibition was launched by the Hon. Shelley
Hancock MP, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly,
at a launch event attended by current and former
politicians, parliamentary staff, historians, sponsors,
family and colleagues. Former CWP Chair the Hon
Catherine Cusack MLC and current NSW Representative Jenny Aitchison MP also spoke at the event.
The exhibition received approximately 70,000
visitors from January – April 2017. In addition to
the main display the Parliament also hosted events
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Stepping Up
A number of Branches have held are or in the process
of holding Stepping Up events. The Tasmanian Parliament’s Stepping Up Event, held on 30 November
2016 was highly successful and resulted in positive
feedback from both student and teacher participants.
Tasmanian rep Elise Archer advised that the event’s
success highlighted the benefits of engaging an Education Officer to work within the Parliament, who was
able to manage the event.
The Queensland Parliament are hoping to host a
YMCA Fringe Event for females participating in the
YMCA Youth Parliament. It is hoped the event will
coincide with the Residential Sitting Week between
24-30 September.
Tasmania’s naugural Stepping Up event was held
at Parliament House, Hobart in November 2016,
to encourage young women to consider a career in

politics.
Stepping Up was hosted by the Tasmanian Branch
of the Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians
(CWP) supported by the House of Assembly Education Office. Each high school in Tasmania was
invited to send two female Year 9 students to the
event. These two students were either already
elected to a student leadership position for 2017
or have demonstrated leadership potential. The
event gave these young women some insight into
the work of female parliamentarians.
Activities during the day included: a guided tour
of Parliament House, meeting the first female
Speaker of the House, a House of Assembly roleplay, conversations about common constituent
concerns and a Question & Answer Panel Discussion with six female Members of the Parliament
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Stepping Up continued...
of Tasmania. They were: Hon. Elise Archer MP,
Hon. Jacquie Petrusma MP, Hon. Vanessa Goodwin
MLC, Ms Michelle O’Byrne MP, Ms Cassy O’Connor
MP and Hon. Tania Rattray MLC.
On the day, 54 female students attended from 23
different schools. In addition, there were 17 supervising adults/teachers present.
The student feedback about the event was very
positive and some of their individual responses
gave the best insight into the day:
“Meeting new people and experiencing new leadership opportunities.”
“The Role Play gave me a sense of how everything
worked between all the rules and the structure.”
“I rather enjoyed the personal chats with successful ladies during the afternoon, I honestly found it
very helpful and nice that us young girls could have
an opportunity to talk to and ask questions about
such influential people.”

One teacher summarised the day with:
“It provides an important insight into the inner
workings of parliament, particularly the passage
of a bill. It also shows female students that being
female and informed supports women’s rights as
well as a stepping stone for a possible political life.
In addition, it also explains to students that you
can make change by challenging ideas, policies,
rules etc without necessarily being a politician. It
was an inspirational and motivational experience.”
In summary, the inaugural Parliament of Tasmania Stepping Up Event was highly successful and
it is hoped that similar events can be held in the
future.
Kimbra McCormack
House of Assembly Education Officer
Parliament of Tasmania

“Definitely the panel discussion with the members
of parliament. The role play was also a highlight as
it was fun and interesting as was the tour of Parliament house. The morning tea and lunch was also
very enjoyable.”
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Victoria elects 6th female Deputy Speaker
On 7 March 2017, Maree Edwards MP, the Member for
Bendigo West was elected Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Victoria. The sixth woman to be elected
to the position in the 161 years of the Victorian Parliament,
Maree has been a Member of the Legislative Assembly
since 2010 and served as the Chair of the Family and Community Development Committee prior her election.
Three women have previously held the position of Speaker
in the Victorian Legislative Assembly. The first was Judith
Maddigan in 2003. Elected MLA for Bendigo West November 2010; Re-elected November 2014 Deputy Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly since March 2017

Tasmania’s first Female Premier to retire
Tasmania’s first female Premier and Member for
Franklin Lara Giddings has formally announced her
retirement from public life at the next State Election
after a political career spanning two decades.
In 1996, aged 23, Ms Giddings became the youngest
woman elected to an Australian parliament . She
went also held the role of deputy premierwent on
to hold several senior roles within state politics for
more than two decades.
Announcing her retirement on 14 May 2017, Ms
Giddings has previously served Tasmania as Premier

for three years and Treasurer for four years and –
during her time on the Labor front bench, she held
the Economic Development, Infrastructure, Health
and Human Services, Attorney General and Justice
and Arts portfolios.
In a press release dated 14 May 2017 from Ms
Giddings, she said “she was proud of her legacy as
the state’s first female Premier which saw Tasmania
weather the worst of the global financial crisis and
emerge as a national leader on important social
reform”.

Key Dates
Born in Goroka, PNG, in 1972
Moved to Tasmania after completing high school in Melbourne in 1990
Studied Arts and Law at the University of Tasmania
Joined the Labor Party in 1990, first elected to the Tasmanian House of Assembly be-tween 1996 and 1998
in Lyons, aged 23, re-elected in Franklin in 2002, 2006, 2010, 2014
Founding member of Emily’s List
Ministerial Career
2004-2006 Minister for Economic Development and the Arts
2006 – 2010 Minister for Health and Human Services
2008 – 2011 Deputy Premier, Attorney General and Minister for Justice
2010 – Minister for Infrastructure and Economic Development
2010 – 2014 Treasurer and Minister for the Arts
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Record no. of women elected to WA Parliament
The Western Australian State Election was held
on 11 March 2017, which saw a change of Government after eight and a half years and a significant number of new members (41.1% of the total
membership) elected to the 40th Parliament. This
included a record increase in women MPs in the
Legislative Assembly. Of the 59 members elected
to the lower house, 18 seats (30.5%) were won
by women, compared with 13 seats in the previous Parliament (22.0%). In the upper house, the
numbers were down from the previous Parliament
with 11 of the 36 seats won by women (30.6%),
compared with 15 seats in the previous Parliament
(41.7%). While the total number of 29 women in
this Parliament equals the total number of women in the 38th Parliament, the increase in women
in the Legislative Assembly is a result of a record
number of female Labor Party members elected to
that Chamber.
In the new Parliament, women hold a range of
leadership positions. In the Legislative Council,
the Hon. Kate Doust was elected as the first female President on 23 May 2017, while the Hon.
Sue Ellery is the Leader of the Government in the
Legislative Council. The Hon. Jacqui Boydell holds
the position of Deputy Leader of the National Party
of Australia (WA). In the Legislative Assembly, Lisa
Baker was elected as Deputy Speaker on 11 May
2017, while the Hon. Mia Davies is Leader of the
National Party of Australia (WA). The Legislative
Assembly also has a female Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, the Hon. Liza Harvey, while the Opposition Whip is Ms Libby Mettam. In another first,
Kirsten Robinson is the first female Clerk in the
Legislative Assembly.

ty; the Hon. Rita Saffioti is Minister for Transport;
Planning; Lands; and the Hon. Simone McGurk MLA
holds the
portfolios of Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family and Domestic
Violence; Community Services.
Three women have been appointed as Parliamentary Secretaries: Amber-Jade Sanderson MLA is the
Parliamentary Secretary of the Cabinet; the Hon.
Alanna Clohesy MLC is Parliamentary Secretary to
the Deputy Premier; Health; Mental Health; and the
Hon. Samantha Rowe is Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister for Education and Training.
In another first, on the Opening of the 40th Parliament, Members went to the Legislative Council
Chamber to hear Western Australia’s first female
Governor, Her Excellency the Hon. Kerry Sanderson
AC, present the Governor’s speech to the Parliament.
While there is still room for improvement, there is
a lot to celebrate in terms of female representation
in the WA Parliament. The next step is to work on
effecting some more family-friendly reforms in the
Parliament.

Lisa Baker MLA Deputy Speaker &
Kirsten Robinson, Clerk of the Legislative
Assembly, Parliament of Western Australia

Five women have been appointed as Ministers:
in the Legislative Council, the Hon. Sue Ellery is
Minister for Education and Training and the Hon.
Alannah MacTiernan MLC is Minister for Regional Development; Agriculture and Food; Minister
Assisting the Minister for State Development, Jobs
and Trade. In the Legislative Assembly, the Hon.
Michelle Roberts is Minister for Police; Road SafeCWP Newsletter - October 2017 | Page 7

SAVE THE DATE
COMMONWEALTH WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS
CONFERENCE
MONDAY 28 – WEDNESDAY 30 AUGUST 2017
Parliament House, Spring St, East Melbourne VIC 3002

RMIT University courses
including social media and public speaking
Guest speakers, panels, and sessions:
Natasha Stott Despoja - former senator former Ambassador for Women and Girls, Chairperson of Our Watch
Representatives from International Women’s Development Agency, UN
Women Australia
		

ENQUIRIES Laura Ross, CWP Secretariat
(03) 6212 2366
cwp@parliament.tas.gov.au

Programme, registrations and accommodation details will be sent to
you shortly

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this newsletter
For more information, or to submit a story, please contact us:
cwp@parliament.tas.gov.au
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Steering Committee Contacts
Hon Michelle O’Byrne MP
Chair CWP
Member for Bass, Tasmania
Email:
Michelle.obyrne@parliament.tas.gov.au

Ms Jenny Aitchison MP
NSW Representative
Member for Maitland
Email:
jenny.aitchison@parliament. nsw.gov.au

Ms Sonya Kilkenny
Victoria Representative
Member for Carrum
Email:
sonya.kilkenny@parliament.vic.gov.au

Ms Katrine Hildyard MP
South Australia Representative
Member for Reynell
Email:

Katrine.Hildyard@parliament.sa.gov.au

Hon Kezia Purick MLA
Northern Territory Representative
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Member for Goyder
Email: Kezia.purick@nt.gov.au

Ms Brittany Lauga MP
Queensland Representative
Member for Keppel
Email: Keppel@parliament.qld.gov.au

Ms Lisa Baker MLA
Western Australia Representative
Member for Maylands
Email: lisa.baker@mp.wa.gov.au

Ms Giulia Jones MP
ACT Representative
Member for Murrumbidgee
Email:
jones@parliament.act.gov.au

Ms Elise Archer
Tasmania Representative
Speaker of the House of Assembly
Member for Denison
Email:
elise.archer@parliament.tas.gov.au
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